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IEREMIAH V. 29. 


Shall I not viſit for theſe Things, faith 
the Lord? Shall not my Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a Nation as this © 


U R Prophet is ſent to exhort 
the Jem to Repentance, by Mo- 
tives the moſt perſuaſive of any 
Thing in Nature, viz. Self- 

JAS Preſervation, and ſecuring their 

Country from thoſe terrible 

* Judgments which God was juſt 

ready to lend upon them for their Iniquities. 


The National Character given of them in this 


Chapter, is, That they made an ill Uſe of all Ver. ;. 


God's Bleſſings, both Spiritual and Temporal ; 


that they were incorrigible ; that they turned his —7, 


Grace into Wantonneſs : That their Luxury had 
brought forth Atheiſm and Infidelity ; that they 


had introduced great Abuſes in the Civil State, and 25. 
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Ver. 31. 


2 Chron, 
34. 29- 


Pſal. 95. 
10. 


Jer. 5. 1. 


were pleaſed with the general Corruption of the 
Eccleſiaſtical. 


It was now almoſt Forty Years that God, who 
is ſlow to Anger, had born their walking directiy 
contrary to that Covenant which they had made 
with Him under King Foſiah ; and fo long had Je- 
remiah preached Repentance to that devoted Peo-. 
ple, who ail along deſpiled his Counſel, ſet at 
naught his Reproofs, aud neglected his Exhorta- 
tions. . 


But alchough He had been almoſt Forty Tears 
long grieved with this Generation, yet did He till 
graciouſly forbear to puniſh it, till He had 
tried all Expedients poſlible, ro turn away His 
Wrath from ſuch deſerving Objects. Run ye te 
and fro, ſays the Prophet, thorough the Streets of 
Jeruſalem, and ſee now and know, and ſeek in the 
broad Places thereof, if ye can find a Man, if there 
be any (ſingle Perſon) that executeth Judgment, 
that ſeeleth the Truth, and I will pardon it, for his 
ſake. This ſolitary Hope being difappointed, lie 
proceeds to find out ſomething to ſay in their 
Vindication, and lays the Fault of their Wicked- 
neſs upon the Deficiency of their Underſtanding, 
that they had no Capacity to receive Inſtruction, 
and pleads their Ignorance in- Excuſe of their 
Folly, as if it was invincible, Surely, ſays he, 


4. theſe are poor, they are fooliſh, for they know not the 


— 5. 


Way of the Lord, nor the Judgments of their God : J 


will get me unto the great Men, and will ſpeak unto 


them; for they have krown the Way of the Lord, 
and the Judgment of their God; but theſe have al- 
together broken the Yokr, and burſt the Bonds. No- 
thing now remains, but a certain fearful looking 
for of Judgment, becauſe no Excuſe nor Apology 

. can 
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can be made for Sins of Preſumption; ind the 

Queſtion of my Text, which is repeated in this 

Chapter, beſides ſetting forth the Certainty of 
God's Viſitation, ſeems to be an Appeal to the 
common Senſe of Mankind; nay, even to the 
>  Delinquents themſelves, Whether National Judg- 
ments are not due to National Crimes and Cor- 
ruptions, which ariſe not for Want of Knowledge 
but from the Abuſe of it; not from Ignorance of 
God's Laws, but an open Defiance and Contempt 
of them? Shall J not viſit for theſe Things, ſaith 
the Lord ? Shall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
Nuit ion as this? 


. 4 os * * "0 


The Subject of this Denunciation is indeed par- 
ticular, but the Import of it is univerſal, appli- 
cable to any People or Nation upon Earth in ſuch 
unhappy Circumſtances, that is, of ſuch depraved 
Morals ; whoſe Sins, like the Jews, are not Sins 
of Ignorance, but againſt Knowledge, or under 
Means of Convittion. 
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You perceive the Uſe I muſt make of the Text, 
Vit, 


I. Inquire firſt, What thoſe Things are for which 
God Almighty will viſit a People. 
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: Il. I ſhall attempt a Vindication of Divine Pro- 
vidence in ſuch a Procedure. And, 


ſimulation muſt be laid aſide) 7 ſhall ſer 2 


roper Buſineſs 
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Jer. 5. 2. 


ſolemn Aſſembly, and our Apprehenſions of G od's 
juſt Viſit ation. 


I. 1 am to inquire what thoſe Sins are for which 
Almighty Ged will viſit a People. And in ſo doing, 
1 ſhall take the Information of this Chapter only, 
where Viſit is uled in the ſevere Senſe of the 
Word, and lay it before you in the ſame Order as 
1 find it. 


The firſt mention'd is, Swearing falſly : Theugh 
they ſay the Lord liveth, ſurely, ſays the Prophet, 
they ſwear falſly. The firſt, and more obvious In- 
terpretation of which Words, reſpetts the gene- 
ral Practice of taking God's Name in vain in com- 
mon and ordinary Converſation, or the more de- 
liberate Acts of premeditated Perjury. The fir 
of theſe is called Swearing falſly, becauſe it is by 
no means required of us; and natural Religion 
has taught Men, that in Things trivial and indif- 
ferent, God is never to be called upon as an Ar- 
bitrator, If an Reathen could obſerve, That the 
Deity was not at Leiſure for ſmall Affairs, ſurely 
a Chriſtian ought not to call God to Witneſs in 
Matters which are neither Weighty nor Impor- 
tant, Now , beſides diſhonouring that Name 
which is Holy and Reverend, and making 
that Majeſty familiar, which ſhou'd keep us at an 
awful Diſtance, it ſo fails out, that we cannot 
thus diſhonour God without the Loſs of our own 
Reputation: For the Original of Oaths being 
founded upon the Treachery of Mankind, he 
who makes a Practice of Swearing publickly, pro- 
claims as publickly, that he is hardly to be be- 
lieved. Moreover, it cannot but happen, that he 
who ſweareth commonly, muſt ſwear falſly, be- 


_ cauſe the frequency of the Practice does manifeſt- 
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ä ly evidence his Diſeſteem of an Oath as a Thing 
ſacred, and Forgetſulneſs of Him by whom he 
ſwears: Now, here is a facred Inſtitution pro- 


þ phaned, and the Perſon appealed to, not thought 
. upon, an Oath ſo circumſtantiated muſt be a falſe 
y one, becauſe it is of the Eſſence of a true Oath to 
be be uſed religiouſly, and that the Perſon taking it, 
Ul conſider himſelf as in the more immediate Pre- 
ſence of Almighty God. 
n Although this be bad enough, yet Acts of de- 
t liberate Perjury are till worſe; for they make 
by the God of Truth witneſs to a Lie, which of all 
2 Things He profeſſeth moſt to abhor; the Reaſon 
1- is this, becauſe of all Things it is moſt contrary 
e. to his Nature; the Devil being a Liar, aud the Johns. 44. 
i Father of it, 
) 
4 Criminals of this Sort God has declared that 
f. He will not hold Guiltleſs, that is, according to 
A the Original, He will not make Clean, alluding 
* to the legal Purification by the Blood of the Sa- 
ly crifices: If then, God will accept no Sacrifice nor 
in Oblation for this Sin, if nothing can intervene to 
r- pacify an offended God, and divert the Courſe of 
1e his executive Juſtice, but Repentance for what is 
18 paſt, and a contrary Practice, we have all the 
an Reaſon in the World to expect upon a Perſeve- 
ot rance, that He will viſit for theſe Things, and his 
vn Saul ariſe to be avenged on thoſe who blaſpheme, or 
7g take his N ame in vain. j 
he | ; 
o- St. Jerome upon this Place, calls the Falſe Swear- 
e- ers hypocritical Profeſſors of Religion, who ſay 
he the Lord liveth ; that is, benave themſelves out- 
e- wardly with a ſeeming Regard to their Duty; 
ſt. have a Form of Godlineſs in Speech, but deny the 2 Tim. 


Power 3. 5. 


— 


A SERMON preach'd before the 


Power of it in their Actions: This he gathers from 
the Connexion of this Verſe with the preceding, 
Though they ſay the Lord liveth; which ſignifies. 
that they kept up the Shadow or Appearance « f 
Judgment and Truth there mention'd, tho? in rea- 
lity they were Strangers to the Subſtance. This 
diſſembled Holineſs may be called Falſe Swearing, 
inaſmuch as the Evidence of an Hypocrite's Acti- 
ons, do directly invalidate the ſolemn one of his 


Words; and although he be never fo frequent in 


the Temple, or punctual in the Duties of the 
Cloſet, ſo long as his Mouth and his Heart go not 
together, he ſweareth falſly, by taking God's Name 
in vain in every Prayer he makes: He muſt be very 
young in Scripture who knoweth not the Portion 
of theſe Men ; which, tho' generally reſpe&ing 
the Life after this, yet ſometimes it ſo providen- 
tially falls out, that they meet their Puniſhment 
in this World, where only they receive their Re- 
ward. For thus faith the Lord, Foraſmuch as this 
People draw near me with their Mouth, and with 
their Lips do honour me, but have removed their 
Heart far from me, and their Fear toward me is 
taught by the Precept of Men: Therefore behold J 
will proceed to do a marvellous Work among this 
People, even a marvellous Work and a Wonder : For 
the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and the 
Underſtanding of their prudent Men ſhall be hid. 
Which Prophecy, whether it relate to any Cap- 
tivity of the Fews, or foretels their preſeat Blind- 
nels and Diſperſion, is a dreadful Inftance of 
God's angry Viſitation for the Sin of Hypocriſy ; 
and, as I before obſerved, thoſe Examples in 
Holy Scripture that are particular as to their Sub- 
ject, are zniverſal in their Import. OE: 


It 
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It ſeems the Jews had ſmarted for theſe Sins 
before, and every Calamity that ever afflicted 
them was to be accounted for by ſome remarkable 
Defection from the received Law; and every 
Deliverance by hearty Sorrow for the Offence, 
and Promiſe of Amendment. But although, in 
the Pay of Adverſity, they made good Reſolutions, 
they ſeldom made thoſe Reſolutions good. This 
makes the Prophet, in the 


2d Place, complain of their Incorrigibleneſs ; 
that they had made no Proficiency in the School 
of Affliction, nor turned their Misfortunes to the 
Advantages deſigned : Then haſt ſtricken them, Jer. 3. 3. 
ſays he, but they have not grieved, thou haſt con- 
ſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive Cor- 
rection: They have made their Faces harder than 4 
Rack, they have refuſed to return. Shall I not wiſit, 
for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord ? Shall not my Soul 
ariſe to be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? 
Whence I draw this Concluſion, That when leſ- 
ſer Judgmentsdo not procure Amendment, greater 
are to be expected. If we refuſe to be corrected 
with Rods, God will chaſtize us with Scorpions. 


The Divine Judgments are principally in- 
tended for the Reformation of that People 
upon whom they are ſent. When thy Judgments Ila. 26. 9. 
are in the Earth, ſays the Prophet, the Inhabitants 
of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. And fo God 
deals with us as good Kings do with their Sub- 
jects, who puniſh the Rebellion of a Number by 
making neceſſary Examples of a few, and that 
not out of Hatred to the Perſons who ſuffer, but 
Love to them whom they graciouſly forbear, and 
hopes of bringing them to a Senſe and Perform. 
ance of their Duty: But if this Deſign fails, if 

12 gent ler 
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gentler Methods are found to be ineffettual to 
the End propoſed, and we reſiſt the Power they 
have to move us, *tis certainly. an Invitation to 
more ſharp Inflictions. For if it be the Purpoſe 
of God to reclaim by Severity, either that Pur- 
poſe muſt fail, which it were Blaſphemy to aſſert, 
or that Severity continue or increaſe by juſt De- 
grees, till what was at firſt intended be brought 
to paſs. Thus in the Caſe of Pharaoh, the Gra- 
dation of his Puniſhment is obſervable, from in- 
animate Things to the Beaſts of the Field, the 
Fruit of his Land was deſtroyed before the Fruit 
of his Body, and every new Plague added ſome- 
thing to the Weight of the former, An obſti- 
nate Sinner, like a Man in a Lethargy, muſt be 
awakened, tho? by Violence, or elſe his Sleep will 
prove his Deſtruction. | 


This Doctrine the Prophet thought ſo plain and 
undeniable,that not to apprehend it, muſt proceed 

from a natural Defect in the Underſtanding, or 

from an Incapacity to cultivate and improve it, 

Jer. 5. 4. Surely, ſays he, theſe are Poor, they are Fooliſh : J 
will get me to the great Men : [magining by the 

Rule of Contraries to find other Affections ſtirring 

among thoſe whom the Favour of God had hap- 

pily diftinguiſkt'd, by the Advantages of a plenti- 

ful Fortune, and a liberal Education: But thoſe 

he found, contrary to his Expectation, making a 

—— 5. bad Uſe of God's Bleſſings, breaking the Yoke of 
Obedience, and- burſting all Bonds of Reſtraint, 

living upon Earth like the Leviathan in the Wa- 

Pſal. 101, ters, as if it were made only for them to tate their 
26, Paſtime therein: Making their Will their Law, 
and turning their Liberty into Licentiouſneſs. Shall 
4 not viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord ? Shall not 
my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? The 
: Queſtion 
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Queſtion upon this Particular, thrown into a Pro- 
poſition, is this, 


— 


1ſt. Ther the Abuſe of ſignal Mercies provokes 
God to plague us with ſignal Judgments. Various are 
the Ways by which Bleſſings may be abuſed; as 
Firſt, When they are received without Acknow- 
ledgment, and paying that Tribute of Thanks 
which is juſtly due to the Giver of all good Gifts : 
When we take them as corrupt Perſons do Bribes 
with our Hands behind us, unwilling to own from 
whence they come; or, which is worſe, if we 
look upon our Advantages as owing only to our 
ſelves, as the Acquiſitions of our own Wit or 
Parts, or Induſtry only, and ſo ſacrifice to our own Hab. i. 6. 
Nets ; that, is, think our ſelves beholden to no- 
body for them; when Bleſſings are thus unthank- 
fully received, and preſumptuouſly enjoyed, the 
Puniſhment of Ingratitude, which as ſuch never 
yet found a Patron, is juſtly our Portion; beſides 


that which is due to a rebellious Incroachment on 


the Divine 'Prerogative, whoſe alone is the Diſ- 
poſal of the Earth, and all that therein is. Pal. 24.t. 


For this Reaſon the Jews were more than once 
cautioned not to aſcribe the Greatneſs of their 
future Power or Riches, to their own Procure- 
ment, independent of the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
which alone maketh one Man to differ from ano- 1 Cor 4.7. 
ther. Whoſoever is ſo inconſiderately, or pre- 
ſumptuouſly Unjuſt, robs God of His peculiar 
Property, and obliges Him not to ſuffer the ſa- 
crilegious Invader to eſcapewith Impunity. 


Again, the boly Pſalmiſt ſays, God hath made plal.3. 4. 
bis Works to be remember d. If fo, then, 


C 2dly, 
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2dly, We abuſe God's Mercies, when we ſuffer the 

Memory of them to periſh, and forget what He has 

done for us. It is a freſh Provocation to have little 

or no Senſe of Benefits received. Such a one at 

leaſt deſerves to forfeit the Favours he has fo 
ſlighted, or to be deſerted upon his Want of a 

like Aſſiſtance, The common Senſe and Practice | 

of Mankind ſpeaks this. And we know it was | 

Pſal. 106. imputed to Iſrael as Sin, That they forgat God l 
2152223. their Saviour, which had done great Things in Egypt; . 
wonderful Things in the Land of Ham, and fearful ] 
. Things by the Red-Sea: Therefore He ſaid He would T 
| | deſtroy them. : 


|| 3dly, Mercies are then moſt eminently abuſed, 
| and God in the bigheſt Degree provoked, when. we 
make His Favours Incentives to Wickedneſs, and re- 
bel againſt Him in the Strength of His own Benefits. 80 


Thus our Prophet complains of the Fews : That ac 
when He had fed them to the full, inſtead of look- 0 
ing up to the Hand that gave, and praiſing the — 
Liberality of their bountiful Benefactor, They aſj- || 7 
Jer. 5. 7. ſembled themſelves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes. = 


Whether this be to be underſtood in the Letter, 
or the Figure, it repreſents a moſt monſtrous In- up 
gratitude, by ſuffering the Devil to direct them in 118 


the Application of thoſe Things of which God f e 
had given them the Uſe. Proſperity, which in 885 


it ſelf is a real Bleſſing, is thus turned into a ſub- 
ftantial Curſe, and the Offenders in this Point are I b 
| as much the Objects of God's Juſtice, as he who || 
| receives a Penſion from his Prince, and employs 

it in Rebellion againſt his Crown and Dignity : 4 


And what do fuch Men do leſs, who make God's || 4 
Bleſſings ſubſervient to their Luſts and Paſſi- || NY 
ons, than turn, as it were, His own Artillery up- «ua 


| | on 
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on Him, and fight Him, as we ſay, at His own 
Weapons? When the Man of Power lends his 
Name to skreen the Guilty, and to oppreſs the 
Innocent; and when the Wealthy ſhall lay out 
his Store only to feed his Vanity, and gratify his 
Appetites ; when Wit and Parts are employed in 
the Defence of Errors and Immoralities, what is 
this, but tranſcribing the Action, and incurring 
the Penalty of thoſe fooliſh 1ſraelires, who, to 
their own Shame and Diſhonour, employed the 
Jewels God had given them to the making a 
Molten Calf, and bringing a Plague upon them- 
ſelves and their Poſterity? Shall I not viſit for theſe 
Things, ſaith the Lord ? Shall not my Soul be avenged 
on ſuch a Nation as this? 


'Tis a Principle and Law of Nature, to do 
good to thoſe who do good to us. The very Beaſts 


ac conformably hereunto : For the Ox knoweth his IIA. 1. þ 


Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib. The dulleſt, 
and moſt heavy Creatures, are not without ſome 
Tokens of Affection to thoſe who feed them. Now 
for any to bree k this well known Law, and to be 
ſo far from obſerving the Obligation that it lays 
upon them, as to offer Violence to it by a down- 
right contrary Behaviour; is an Indication of a 
Temper inferior to the late mengioned Brutes, 
laying Claim to the Correction of the Goad and 
Bridle much more than they. And, Therefore 
ſhall not I viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord? Shall 
not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ? 


Athly, Tig 4 natural Tranſition from Luxury to 
Atheiſm. Leſt I be full, and ſay, who is the Lord ? prov. 30.9 
Says Agur, When a Man has broke Bounds, and 
given a Looſe to lawleſs Deſires, and indulged 
himſelf in the Accompliſhment of them, he is 

C 2 glad 
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glad to entertain Thoughts of Impunity. The 

Holy Pſalmiſt long ago made this Obſervation, 

that the Corruptions of Men were the Cauſes of 

1 HAl. 14. 1. Infidelity. The Fool hath ſaid in his Heart there is 
no Gd; the Reaſon follows, becauſe they are cor- 
rupt, and have done abominable Works, and there- 

fore hope, by the Denial of a God, to eſcape Pu- 
niſnment. Beſides, Senſuality has a natural Ten- 

dency to efface all Notices of Virtue, and to ſtifle 

and ſuppreſs every Motion of Good, which makes 

St. Paul term thoſe who live in Pleaſure, Dead 

while they live: The Reaſon is, becauſe as the 

Soul is the Life of the Body, God is the Life of 

the Soul: And as the Body without the Soul is 

Aug. dead, ſo the Soul without God is dead alſo *, And 
Tra#. 47. no Account is to be made of the worſe Part after 
in Joann. the Loſs of the better. As long as Men continue 
in any ſinful Courſe, their State is hazardous, but 

when God thus fatally ſuffers one Sin to be the Pu- 
niſhment of another, evil Matians of the Heart 

to ſuper-induce Blindneſs of Mind,their Caſe is to 

be pronounced deſperate and incurable : There is 


1 Cor. out any regard had to the Agency of the firſt. The 
=» 14. natural Man receiveth not the Things of God, neither 
can be know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 

ed, They are nat to be diſtinguiſhed by à repro- 

Rom. 1. hate Hind (a Mind void of Judgment, as the Mar- 
259. gin explains it, to ſhew, that all Wickednels is 
vb 5 | Folly, 
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Folly, as well with regard to temporal Concerns 
as ſpiritual) but only to be accounted for, by the 
Direction of that convincing Spirit, who will not 
dmell where Uncleanneſs entreth in. 


5thly, He who hath no Hope in God, is of all Men 
the leaſt able to ſupport himſelf : He ſtands in need 
of more external Aid and Aſſiſtance than other 
People, and his Purſuit after it, is, generally 
ſpeaking, proportionate to his Want. Like the 


Phariſees, he will compaſs Sea and Land to make Mat. 23. 


Proſelytes, for by Numbers only is he kept in Coun- 
tenance, and his Infidelity, as he may think, ju- 


15. 


ſtiſied. This, our Prophet calls, Setting 4 Trap, Ver. 26. 


and cat ching Men. Now, although this be the more 
famous Senſe of the Text, yet are there other 
ſubordinate offenſive Snares, which make the Lay- 
ers of them ſinful Catchers of Men alſo, As for 
Inſtance, when a Man commits an Act formally 
ſinful, whereby another is encouraged to do the 
ſame by his Example, as in the Caſe of Jeroboam 
and his Calves at Dan and Bethel; this is ſetting a 
Trap, and catching Men. Or if he betray any 
one who has a Dependance upon him, to do a 
Thing in its own Nature indifferent, which yet he 
ſhall think wrong or ſinful, as in the Caſe of Yoab's 
numbring the People at the command of David. 
Though the Sin be formally the Doers, radically 
it is his who gave the Occaſion. Or, again, he 
who employs his Learning or Counſel, to ſeduce 
or miſlead Men, or his Power and Authority to 
intimidate or afright them, or the Agreeableneſs 
of his Converſation to perſwade or intice them to 
att contrary to their Duty or Intereſt, as in the 
Caſe of publick Elections is too commonly done, 
ſets ſo many Traps, and catches Men. To this 
Head may be brought all Fraud and Circumven- 
2 5 8 tion 
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tion in Traffick, Deceit in Trade, falſe Weights 
and Meaſures; taking Advantage of a Man's 
Weakneſs to aver-reach him; Uſury and Extor- 
tion; ſetting, as it is called, a good Face upon a 
| bad Matter, and the like, By ſuch Arts as theſe, 
Jer. 5. 28, ſays. the Prophet, they are waxen fat, they ſhine ; 
that is, they are arrived at plentiful Fortunes and 
large Eſtates, ſumptuous Equipages, and ſplen- 
did Titles —— Right Honourable it may be, and 
Right Reverend Sinners, having as much Pre- emi- 
nence m Place as Impiety. When the Talents 
God has given us are ſo miſ- employed; eſpecially, 
when his Truth is either denied or perverted, and 
the Apoſtacy ſtudiouſly propagated and defended, 
this is a worſe Way of catching or ftealing Men, 
Ver. 24.7. than that mentioned in Dezteronomy, for which 
Death was denounc'd ; and if it fatally prevail, as 
in the Jewiſh State, and there ariſeth no Body on 
God's part, it is then to be expected that He 
Ifa, 1. 24- ſhould plead His own Cauſe, and eaſe Him of 
His Adverſariet. And when God ſhall viſit for 
theſe Things, Inſtances tell us, that Wealth and 
Power are no Security againſt his deſtroying An- 
gel; but on the contrary, that the fatteſt Sin- 
ners, for whoſe ſake His Wrath is kindled, are 
Pal. 18. the fitteſt Sacrifices to His Vengeance. He gave 
them their own Deſire, ſays the Pſalmiſt, they were 
not eftranged from their Luſt. But while the Meat 
was yet in their Mouths, in the midſt of their luxu- 
rious Repaſt, the Wrath of God came upon them, 
and flew the fatteſt, that is, the Wealthieſt of 
them. | 


Jer. 5 28. Gthly, The next Charge runs for Injuſtice; They 
judge not the Cauſe, the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, and 
the Right of the needy do they not judge, 


The 
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The Holy Scriptures are every where ſo full 
of Cautions againſt Iniquities of this Sort, that l 
ſhould treſpaſs upon your Patience as much in 
reciting them, as do Injury to your Underſtand- 
ing in proving them to be barbarous and unnatu- 
ral, and worthy of Divine Vengeance. They 
who know leaſt the Charge of the Magiſtrate, 
conclude, That it is his Duty to preſerve Men 
in the Poſſeſſion of their Rights, and to keep 
them from Acts of Violence and Injuſtice. When 
he more immediately ſuſtains the Perſon of God, 
and we ſee Him in the Seat of Judgment, we can- 
not but expect righteous Determinations, and an 
exact Impartiality. Shall not the Fudge of all the Gen. 18. 
Earth do right ? And ought not His Repreſenta- 253. 
tives to purſue the ſame indiſpenſable Meaſures? 
They who att otherwiſe betray the Honour -of 
their Principal, by proſtituting His Authority, 
to countenance or eftabliſh what He profeſſes to 
diſlike, The Judgment is ſaid to be the Lord's, Deat.1.17 
becauſe all good humane Laws are founded upon 
the divine; and when they are either deſtroyed 
or perverted, which is much the ſame, it is 
Time, in the Opinion of the Royal Politician, 
5 the Lord to lay to bis Hand for the Support pl. 119. 
Or it. | 126. 


7. Lafily, There is no ſurer Sign of God's 
giving a Nation over to Deſtruction, than when 
the Law ſhall periſh from the Prieſt, or, in the p:ek.7.26. 
Apoſtle's Words, when God ſhall ſend a People ſuch 2 Theſ. 2. 
ſtrong Deluſion, that they ſhall believe a Lye. 11. 


Of all Temptations none are ſo dangerous as 
thoſe which come covered with the Vail of Ho- 


lineſs, and pretend to Authority from God. 
Every 
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Every Sin ſo received will be to him whom it 

poſſeſſes; what Ramot h. Gilead was to Abab, the 

ſure Means of Deſtruction, though Four Hun- 

dred Prophets propheſy Peace. When they 

whoſe peculiar Office it is, by their Life and 

Doftrine to direct the People in the right Way, 

ſhall, to humour the Extravagances of a depraved 

Age, ſuit their Doctrine to the Inclinations of 

their Hearers, and make the Word of God bend 

to ſerve the Purpoſes of Irreligion ; when they 

advance nothing'contrary to the Luſts and Paſſions 

of their Rulers, but through a fearful, unapo- 

wa. 5. 20. ſtolical, flaviſh Compliance, call Evil, Good ; and 

Good, Evil; put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for 

Bitter; when they wreſt and torture Scripture to 

| make it give an Occaſional Vote; when they ſay, 

[ Thus faith the Lord, and the Lord hath not ſaid 

| ſo: Such ungotly Prevaricators, like the evil 

Angels among the Egyptian, are the Pourers out 

Plal.78.49 of Wrath, Tridipnation, and Trouble. This was, 

[| | to ſpeak in the Language of the Prophet, the won- 

If . 30, 31. derful and horrible Caſe of the Jews, The Prophet; 

| among them propheſied falſly, and the Prieſts, who 

il ſhould diſcover the' Impoſture; countenance it, 

if becauſe they bear Rule by their Means, and my 

it People love to have it ſo, and what will ye do in the 
i End thereof ? | 


I have now done with my firſt Enquiry, and 
ſhewn for what Offences Almighty God will viſit 

a ＋ vix. For open Profaneneſs and Hypocri- 
ſy; for perſiſting in Evil under means of Con- 
viction; for abuſing His Mercies; for the Pro- 
pagation of Atheiſm and Infidelity ; for Fraud 
and Circumvention in ſecular Affairs; for neg- 
lecting or perverting Juſtice and judgment; and 


above all, for the ſcandalous Prevarication o 
thoſe 


6 
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thoſe who ought to be faithful Diſpenſers of 
the Word of God, I proceed now, 


II. To attempt 4 Vindication of Divine Provi- 
dence in puniſhing theſe ſeveral Enormities. 


This 1 hope will be done effectually, if I make 
it appear, that ſuch a Vindictive Proceedure is 
Natural, Reaſonable, and Neceſſary; and even 
according to our own Stipulation, juſt. 


Firſt then, For the Nature of it. 


With regard to Conſequences, I take it, that 
there is the ſame immutable Law to the Moral 
World, as to the Phyſical or Natural : That is 
to ſay, As in the Natural World, every Tree, 
and every Plant bears Fruit afcer its Kind, whoſe 
Seed is in it ſelf ; fo in the Moral, every 
Action that a Man does and conſents to, is attend- 
ed with ſuitable Conſequences; the Goodneſs or 
Malignity of an Action being productive, as the 
Seed of a Plant, after its Kind: Now ſince no- 
thing that is, did, or could produce it ſelf; it 
follows, that the ſtated Laws of Nature muft al- 
ter, before any Thing ean be produced, but from 
its Likeneſs: That is to ſay, Before any Thing 
that is good can naturally proceed from any 
Thing that is evil; or any Thing that is evil be 
naturally produced from any Thing that is good. 
Our Saviour himſelf thus reaſons from the Laws 


of Nature to Morality ; A good Tree, ſays He, Mat. 5. 18. 


cannot bring forth evil Fruit; neither can a cor- 


rupt Tree bring forth good Fruit : Where He gives 
us to underftand, that as in Nature, Cauſes pro- 
duce regular Effects, and we may judge of the 
one by the other reciprocally, ſo in Morals, it is 


but 
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but examining the Nature of the Action to know 
what it will conſequentially bring forth: Or 
elſe, The Effect will, by taking up Deductions, 
ſhew from what Cauſe it originally ſprings : 
So then when any Affliction or Misfortune does 
befal us, it is unnatural to ſay it cometh of 


Job 5. 6. it ſelf, for Affliction cometh not forth of the Duſt, 


neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the Ground, (faith 
Job) that is, Theſe Things are not caſual or 
ſpontaneous, for Man is born to Trouble, as the 


— 7-Sparks fly upwards ;, that is, naturally: His Trou- 


bles are the regular Eite& of ſome antecedent 
Cauſe, and if his Calamities are evil, they muſt 
ariſe from Evil, be the Fruit of ſome former 
Wickedneſs he has been guilty of. Surely thus 
there is, there muſt be ſome hidden Cauſe, ſome 
ſecret Reaſon, of which every Man's own Con- 
ſcience is the beſt Judge, to be aſſign'd for all the 
Burdens and Diſtreſs, the Tribulation and An- 
guiſh that Men endure ; according as they be- 
have themſelves ſo it fares with them, and their 
Manners or Morals make their Fortune either a 
Plague or a Bleſſing, | 


2. When an Injury is done 'tis natural and re- 
gular that Satisfaction be required, which if the 
Offender refuſe to give, Juſtice wil] warrant the 
taking it by Force. By ſinning we do Injury to 
Almighty God, in that we requite Him Evil for 
Good, and tranſgreſs His Law, and by Conſe- 
quence become liable to the Penalties of it. Al 
the Satisfaction we are capable of making, is by 
Repentance and Amendment to break off our 
wicked Actions, and to lead a new Life; which 
if we neglett to do, we have Reaſon to expect 


Gen. 4. . the Conſequences of Diſobedience. If thou doſt 


wel, (ſays God) ſhalt thou not be accepted ? _ if 
| thou 
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thou doſt evil, Sin lieth at the Door + That is, the 
Puniſhment due to Sin 1s ready to break in upon 
thee. To this give all the Prophets Witneſs, that if 


a Man will not turn and repent, He will wher His Deut. 32. 


glittering Sword, and make bare His Arm : Since41- 


we provoke Him every Day, though He be patient, pſal. 5. 17: 


yet is He ſtrong ; patient to teach Mau Knowledge, 
and ſtrong to puniſh the Miſuſe of it; having 
moſt ſolemnly declar'd His Reſolution, that He 


will by no means clear the guilty. 


When Moſes made a Repetition of the Law, to 
fix it the deeper in the Minds of that rebellious Peo- 
ple to whom it was deliver'd, after the moſt gra- 
cious Promiſes to make their Duty their Delight, 
and their Obedience hearty and ſincere ; for Fear 
leſt Happineſs ſhould make them careleſs, and 
their Security forget its Author, with a Voice like 


Exod.34.7 


the Voice of mighty Thundrings, he denounced Rev. 19.6. 


againſt the diſobedient ſuch Plagues as are fright- 
ful but to think of, How dreadful then to lie 


under? It ſh 


erve to do all His Commandments, and His Statutes 
which I command thee this Day, that all theſe Curſes 

all come upon thee and overtake thee, Curſed ſhalt 
thou be in the City, and curſed ſhalt thou be in the 
Field. Curſed ſhall be thy Basket and thy Store. 
Curſed ſhall be the Fruit of thy Body, and the Fruit 
of thy Land, the Encreaſe of thy Kine, and the Flocks 
of thy Sheep. Curſed ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt 
in, and curſed ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out, The 
Lord ſhall ſend upon thee Curſing, Vexation, and 
Rebuke, in all that thou ſetteſt thine Hand unto for 
to do. The Lord ſhall. ſmite thee with a Conſump- 
tion, and with a Fever, and with an Inflammation, 
and with extreme Burning, and with the Sword, and 


22 with 


all come to paſs, ſays he, if thou wilt Deut. 28. 
not hearken to the Voice of the Lord thy God, to oþ+ "5: 
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wit h Blaſting, and with Mildew, and they ſhall purſue 
thee till thou periſh. And thy Heaven that is over 
thy Head ſhall be Braſs, and the Earth that is under 
thee ſhall be Tron. The Fruit of thy Land, and all 
thy Labours ſhall a Nation which thou knoweſt not 
eat up, and thou ſhalt be only oppreſſed and cruſhed 
away. The Lord ſhall bring thee and thy King which 
thou ſhalt ſet over thee, unto a Nation which neither 
thou nor thy Fathers have known : And there thou 


ſhalt ſerve other Gods, Wood and Stone, And thou 


Lara. 5. 2. 


Pſal. 109. 
9. 


2 Cor. 7.5. 


ſhalt become an Aſtoniſhment, a Proverb, and a By- 
word among all Nations, Now by a fair and eaſy 
Application we may ſee, why, and how Man- 


kind is ſo conſtantly, ſo variouſly, tormented, 


Every Sin we commit challenges the Vengeance 
due to it; and how ſecretly or artificially ſoever 


it be committed or carried on, it will naturally at 


length find us out. Hence may we account for 
Sedition in the City, and Barrenneſs in the Field. 
Hence may we gather the Cauſe of Affairs go- 


ing backward, and Men becoming Bankrupts. 


Hence we hear Cries in the Family, and Com- 
plaints in the Streets : Hence may we derive 
the Unnaturalneſs of Children, and the Unfaith- 
fulneſs of Servants. Hence may we diſcover the 
Spring of our Diſappointments and Defeat in 
our Enterprizes, Hence may we know the Seeds 
of our Diſeaſes, and the Cauſes of ſundry Kinds 
of Death. Hence it comes that the Children 
are ejetted, and Strangers divide the Inheritance; 
Hence we have ſeen Princes become Fagabonds, 
and beg their Bread, and Nobles ſeek it out of 
deſolate Places, Hence ariſe National - Judg- 
ments and Private Calamities. Hence come 
Fightings without, and Fears within, and it muſt 
needs be ſo, for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpo- 


ten it, 


2. Since 
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r 2, Since it has pleaſed Almighty God to annex 
* the Promiſes of this Life, as well as that to come, 
ll to Obedience; I think the Oppoſition is but rea- 
ot ſonable and neceſſary, that Diſobedience ſhould 
4 be atter.ded with the Plagues of both alſo ; other- 
ch wiſe the World, bad as it is, wou'd ftill become 
er worſe : Should an unrighteous Man meet no Op- 
2 poſition, or Rebuke, in his unrighteous Path; 


0% Should he who leads the Life of the Wicked al- Num. 23. 
y- ways ſeem to die the Death of the Righteow, how 10. 
y _ contagious would ſuch Examples be? How few 


n- wou'd reſiſt a Temptation to o'erleap the Bounds 
d, of Modeſty, Plain-Dealing and Humility, to gra- 
ce tify a ſenſual Inclmation, to increaſe their Store, 


er or to feed their Vanity? Let but a dazling Bait 
at be hung in View, and the mils of it the only Pu- 


or niſhment, and what unnatural Strides will Men 
id. take to come at it? Neither the Dictates of Hu- 
o- manity would be perſuaſive, nor the Obligations 
ts. of Friendſhip binding, nor the Ties of Nature 


m- ſtrong enough to ſtop the Career of a lawleſs De- 
ve ſire. Therefore it is both reaſonable and neceſſa- 
h- ry for the well-being of Mankind, that ſome be 
he ſingled out for publick Examples, that others 


- may ſee and fear, and do no more wickedly. 

ds (LES 

ds Judgment inflicted upon an Elymas may confirm 
en the weak Chriſtian, and recal the Backſlidden: 


ce; And he, who like Zimri, has afflicted the Good 
as, by a ſcandalous Life, ſhould terrify the Wicked 
of by a ſurprizing Death. In private Affairs like- 
| wiſe, if through prevalence of Cuſtom, or Exam- 
ple, a Man's Morals come to be ſo depraved, as 
that he can reconcile his perſonal Wickedneſs to 
the Rules of Honeſty and Virtue : If he has no 
other Meaſure of Good and Evil but Succeſs; if 


Fraud 
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Fraud or Deceit, or any other undue Means, have 
made him Opulent and Wealthy; if his Eſtate 
be the Gatherings of Injuſtice, or is poſſeſsd with 
Diftidence, or enjoy'd with Unthankfulneſs; or 
if a Man's Original be mean, and his Circumſtan- 
ces narrow ; if he guiltily makes haſte to be Rich 
(and they who do ſo, ſays Solomon, cannot be inno- 
cent); if he puts his whole Truſt in Man for Re- 
dreſs, and makes an Arm of Fleſh his only Support; 
in theſe Caſes Reaſon and Neceſſity do both re- 
quire, that his Folly be detected and made appa- 
rent, at leaſt to himſelf, that his Hopes be blaſted, 
and his Ex pectations brought to nought, to teach 
him his Duty, to vindicate Providence, that it hath 
a Regard to Human Affairs, and above all to ſave 
his Soul. And this we ſee often come to paſs, ſome- 
times ordinarily, and ſometimes extraordinarily : 
For Inſtance, How frequently are the Vices of 
the Father puniſhed in the Diſobedience of the 
Son? The Wickedneſs of the Prince in the Re- 
bellion of the Subject? And the Iniquity of the 
Prieft in the Stubbornneſs of the People? How 
uſually do the ſworn Partners of Injuſtice turn Ac- 
cuſers one of another ? Often are well concerted 
Meaſures broken in the Execution of them, and 
the over-flowing Cup of Joy, by an unſeen 
Hand, daſh'd with Gall iy a Moment. Or, if 
all ſeem well and pleaſing without; if the Brow 
be ſmooth, and the Forehead without wrinkle, 
vet Conſcience, like a Ghoſt, will haunt this gar- 
niſhed Sepulchre; and, for the above-ſaid Rea- 
ſons, diſplay the Rottenneſs and Deformity within. 


3. The ſevere Diſpenſations of Providence l 
take to be, according to our own Stipulation, juſt. 


\ 


When 
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When God made a Covenant with our Father 
Abraham, and in him with all his Deſcendants, 
the manner of making it was as follows. We read 
that He took an Heifer of three Years old, and à Ger. 15. 


She-Goat and a Ram, and divided them in the midſt, 
and laid each Piece one againſt another. And it came 
to paſs, that when the Sun was down, and it was dark, 
behold a ſmoaking Furnace, and a burning Lamp, that 
paſſed between thoſe Pieces. Now, ſince God never 
promiſes but conditionally, we conclude, that 
Abraham alſo paſſed between the Pieces, in his 
own Perſon, as well as the Lord in thoſe two fiery 
Repreſentations. The Meaning of which Cere- 
mony 1s this; God, to ſhew the Immutability of 
his Promiſe made to our Fore-father Abraham, 
condeſcended to declare it by a Cuſtom (after- 
wards at leaſt) of Men, which was, in making 
Leagues and Covenants, to ſlay Cattle, and cut- 
ting them in Pieces, ſolemnly to paſs between the 
Parts ſo divided, thereby interchangeably ſignify- 
ing, and expreſſing a mutual Willingneſs and De- 

ſire, that the Party which ſhould violate the Co- 

venant then made between them, ſhould become 

as thoſe ſlaughtered Beaſts. And this *tis likely 

our blefſed Saviour alludes to, when ſpeaking of 


the evil Servant, he ſays, His Lord ſhall come and Luke 12. 
cut him in ſunder. So that hence it appears, that 46. 


we our ſelves, in the Perſon of our Father Abr.Q- 
ham, have agreed to the Infliftion of Divine Ven- 
geance upon our ſelves, if we fail to perform our 
Part of the Conditions. And, thereſore, what 
Injuſtice does any Man receive at the Hand of 


God, when he pleaſes to afflict? May not He ſay 


to him, as the good Man in the Goſpel to the 


grumbling diſſatisfied Labourer, I do thee no wrong, Mat. 20. 
take that » thine, didſt thou not agree with me? 15, 14- 


Hence 
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Hence all Cavilling and Murmur, all Repining and 
Complaint, at thoſe Diſpenſations of Providence 
which make us ſmart, appear impious as well as 
vain, The worſt we endure in this Life, falls far 
ſhort of our Deſerts ; and the good Things we 
enjoy, are more than the beſt of us can lay claim 
to by Virtue of any Merit. And ſhall we receive 
the good Things of mere Grace and Favour, and 
not the Evil of Deſert? Is it natural, or reaſon- 
able, to hope for the Gifts of God, without be- 
ing ever paid the Wages of Sin ? Or, can we ex- 
pett to uſe the Means, and not arrive at the End 
they lead to, and where we our ſelves have con- 
ſented to go ? 


Which brings me to my 


III. Third General, which is to ſet before you, 
What I apprehend to be the proper Buſineſs of 4 
Religious Faſt, viz, The Cauſes of this our ſolemn 
Aſſembly, and our Apprehenſion of God's juſt 
Viſitation, 


And here [| am directed, by the Royal Autho- 
rity, to ſay, That We are met this Day for obtain- 
ino Pardon of our Sins, and averting thoſe he 
Jadg ments which they have moſt juſtly deſerved; and, 
— for beſeeching God to preſerve us from 
the Plague, with which ſeveral other Countries jr 
continue to be viſued, 


To the Accompliſhment od ſo defireable an 
End, it is neceſſary to ſee what thoſe Sins are 
which may have incenſed God againſt us, for 


- which we are to humble our ſelves before him 


this Day ; for we can expett no Pardon without 
Confeſſion and Repentance ; *tis the only Way 
we 
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de have left, by penitential Shame and Sorrow, 
to avoid the judicial Viſitation which we are ax 


preſent afraid of. He that covereth his Sins, faith Prov. 28. 
Solomon , ſhall not proſper, but whoſo confeſſeth and 13. 


forſaketh them ſhall have Mercy. 


Here I muſt beg leave to re-aſſume the Chapter 
of the Text, to every Inſtance of which we of 
this Nation have drawn an unhappy Parallel ; and 
he who would perform the Duty of a Prophet 
among us conſcientiouſly, may make every 
Charge there exhibited our the Jews, by no 
unnatural Application, affeck us alſo, 5 


'Tis an unpleaſant Task I am undertaking, but 


at this Time by no means to be avoided, as a Mat- 


ter of the laſt Concern : It would be an impious 
Abſurdity, on a Day of Humiliation, to draw a 
Veil over our Crimes, or to palliate our Offences ; 
this wou'd invite the Vengeance we intend to de- 


precate, and be like the 1/-aelites proclaiming 4a Ex. 32. 


Faſt unto the Lord, and ſacrificing to a Golden Calf. 


[ wiſh 1 could fay with the Apoſtle, that I had 
nothing to accuſe my Nation of; or could complain Ads 28. 
with leſs Truth than the Prophet, chat -e whote 77: 
Head is ſick, and the whole Heart faint. From the Iſa. 1. 5,6 


Sole of the Foot unte the Head there is no Soundneſs in 
it, but Wounds and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, 


But I am afraid I do no wrong to my Country, 
in affirming, That thoſe Sins which our Text 
threatens to viſit for, are at as great an Height 
among us now, as among the Jews in the Time of 
Teremiah. | 
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1 Our open Contempt of God's Law, and our 
Saviour's Precept, is manifeſt in the common 
Practice of Swearing, ſo ſcandalouſly frequent 
both with the Baſe and Honourable, *Tis true, 
we have good and wholſome Laws enacted againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality, but they are ſo 
lamely executed, that | dare ſay, were the Num. 
ber of Convictions upon an Act of almoſt thirty 
Years ſtanding to be inquired into, they would 
not exceed the ſeveral Publications of it, in that 
Time, in the Church. The Judgment upon our 
Neighbour Nation, remarkable for this vicious 
Cuſtom, ſhews us, that God will not always de. 
cline the bold Challenges we ſend him, nor be 
deaf to the [mprecations we make upon our ſelves 
or others: He who has been ſo often ſummoned 
to come down and witneſs to our Extravagancies 
and Impieties, will, we ſee at length, appear, 
tho' to a quite different Purpoſe, and make us 
know and teel, that His Great and Holy Name 
is not to be trifled wich, or blaſphemed, with Im- 


punity. 


2. If we advance higher, and ſpeak of taking 
God's Name in vain, in Acts of deliberate Per- 
jury, the better Part of this Audience, who are 
acquainted with judicial Proceſſes, can, l believe, 
atteſt, that this ahominable Wickedneſs is not un- 


common, becauſe it muſt go for the moſt part un- 


puniſhed. To this, I fear, may be added, the 
Practice of many in Places of Truſt, the neceſſa 

Buſineſs of which makes the Uſe of an Oath Cu- 

ſtomary and Familiar, and conſequently deſtroys 


* Hier. in the Reverence that is due to ſo ſered a Matter * 


Pych. A r. And now, conſidering in theſe two Caſes only, 
Car. 


how many there are who almoſt daily renounce 


the 
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the Divine Mercy, and imprecate God's Judg- 
ments upon them and their Poſterity, we cannot 
but conclude, that God, who is appealed to as an 
Avenger, will viſit us for theſe Thipgs ; and that, 
unleſs our Repentance prevent it, this Land wil) 
be like the Land of Judah, which mourneth becauſe Jer 23 10. 
of Swearing. 


We may ask our ſelves that Queſtion of Moſes, Deut. 4.7. 
What Nat ien is there ſo great, who bath God ſo nigh 
unto them, as the Lord our God i in all Things that 
we call upon him for? He has guided our Counſels, 
and gone forth with our Armies; He gave us al- 
moſt uninterrupted Victory in Battle, till He had 
ſecured to us the Bleſſing of Peace; He has pre- 
ſerved our Religion, and not yet deprived us of 
our Liberties: And, What have we render'd unto pal, 116. 
the Lord for all theſe Benefits He hath done untows? 11, 
We have made little or no uſe of theſe Bleſſings 
tothe Improvement either of Piety or Morality, 
but like Jeſurun have waxed fat and kicked, turned Deut. 32. 
the Gifts of our Bene factor to other Purpoſes than *5: 
He intended, Shall I not wifit for theſe Things, ſaith 
the Lord? Shall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Na- 
ton as this? 


3, On the other Hand, how often has God cor- 
rected us and we have been incorrigible 2 How 
ofren has He made us ſuffer Adverſity, and we - 
refuſed to be thereby reclaimed ? Winds and 
Storms, and intemperate Seaſons, have had no 
good Effect upon us; Ruin of Credit abroad, and 
he Decay of Trade at home, we have not placed 
s a Balance to our provoking Sins, nor have we 
deen more frugal, altho' we have been leſs 
ealthy, 


E 2 Imce 
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Since the deſtructive Execution of a late felo- 
nious Scheme, which has brought Poverty upon 
as one that travelleth, and Want as an armed Man, 
what Abatement have we obſerved in our Pride 
and Luxury ? What Tokens of Humiliation for 
ſo fatal a Blow, which has dealt more Unhappi. 
neſs to us on a ſudden, than the two dreadful 
Years of peſtilence and Fire, added to all the 
Calamities of a bloody and expenſive War, Who. 
ever looks upon this Misfortune with a religious 
Bye, will diſcover in it a National Judgment for 
the National Crimes of Avarice and Ambicion, 
which ſpread themſelves almoſt over every Or- 
der and Degree of Men among us, and in attempt. 


ing to corrupt the Repreſentatives of our Nation, 


would have made them like the Jewiſh Sanhedrim 


and Conſiſtory, which by the Prophet's Account, 


muſt have been a Body of as deſignedly wicke! 
Men, as ever met together to betray a Conſtitu- 
tion. But have the Miſeries we lie under brought 
us to a Senſe of our Duty ? Have they made us 


call our paſt Ways to remembrance, and examine 


for what Cauſe this Evil is eome upon us? Does 
the unjuſt Dealer conſider his Loſs as a providen- 
tial Reſumption of ill- gotten Wealth, or He who 
truſted in his Riches, reflect upon the Vanity of 
his Confidence? Does the worldly wiſe Man upon 
this Account, leſs glory in his Wiſdom, and 
make the confounding his Devices the Abatement 
of his Pride? If fo tis well, and we hope the 
worſt is over-paſt : If not, God will ſtil] maintain 
his Controverſy with us, till either we ſubmit, or 
are conſumed, When I begin, ſays He, I wi aiſo 
make an End. | Fe +} 5.49 


1 * 
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4. The Charge of Injuſtice which the Prophet 
brings againſt the Jews, for not judging the Cauſe 
of the Fatherleſs, and the Right of the Needy, termi- 
nates not in a Court of Judicature, as regarding 
only the Abuſe of legal Proceedings ; where all 
Falſhoods in Evidence, all Partial Verditts, alt 
Prevarication in Pleading, all Defences of bad 
Cauſes, every Straining the Laws, are allowed to 
be ſo many deliberate Acts of Sin, and Provoca- 
tions of Divine Vengeance, in which who can 
ſay we are leſs culpable than the Jews? I ſay it 
does not terminate here, but the Cauſe of the 
Fatherleſs is not judged, when Guardians, publick 
or private, defraud Orphans of their Due, or act 
not for them to the beſt Advantage; the Righe 
of the Needy is invaded, when the Labourer is 
defrauded, or kept out of his Hire, or when a 
Maſter behaves mdecently to his Servant, or a 
Creditor to his Debtor ; and Oppreſſions of this 
Sort God has promiſed to avenge, upon the leaſt 
Application of 


— — — 


the Parties aggrieved : Jf thoyExod. 22. 


afti4 them in any wiſe, and they cry at all unto me, 23 24. 


I will ſurely hear their Cry, And my Wrath ſhall 
wax hot, and 1 will kill you with the Sword, and 
your Wives ſhall be Widows, and your Children Fa- 
therleſs, 


Let our Jayls and Priſons then tel] us the Dan- 
ger w* are in from pure Cruelty and Unmerci- 
fulneſs ; let late flouriſhing Families inform us 
of the fatal Effects of Uſury and Extortion ; let 


the hardy Seaman, who purs his Lift in bis Hand, 1 Sam. 1g. 
and goeth forth, tell choſe who take Advantage of5- 
his Neceſſity, that their unjuſt Gain is the Price efMat. 2 6. 


Blood ;, let them do any Thing but cry againſt 
us, left God viſit us for theſe Things, and His 
Z | | Soul 


| 
| 
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Soul ariſe to be averged on ſuch a Nation as 
115, 7 


5. We ſhall be the leſs ſurprized at theſe Things, 
when we pals into the Temple of the Lord, and 
Mic. 3.14, ſee the wonderful and horrible Thing— the Prieſts 
teaching for Hire, and the Prophets divining for 
Money, or Preferment : Suiting their Doctrines to 
the Times, and forbearing, at leaſt, if not allow- 
ing the Vices of the great and powerful, I do 
not remember to have read or heard of any mo- 
dern Sermon at Court, againſt the Vices and 
Temptztions moſt incident to high and exalted 
Stations; ſuch as, Bribery, or Corruption, or 
Riot, or Luxury, or the probable Iniquities of a 
Maſquerade. Rut Love, and Peace, and Charity, 
and Forbearance, and Toleration, the Duty of 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and Ceſar's undiſputed 
Title, which are in themſelves very good Topicks, 
properly inſiſted on, are there excellently well 
diſplayed and inculcated into an Audience, whoſe 
Sphere of Action requires, for the moſt Part, 
monitory Diſcourſes of another Nature. And 
would to God this were the worſt ; and that Fear. 
fulneſs, or Flattery, or Omiflio1:s, were our great- 
eſt Faults: But when Dectrines are advanced in 
direct Contradiction to the plaineſt Words of 
Scripture ; when we are told, That a Man of 
uick Parts, and excellent Abilities, though of 
a confeſſedly profligate and vicious Life, ſhall 
ſoon reconcile himſelf to the Favour of God, by 
his quick Senſe, and Readineſs of Application ; 
while a dull Sinner muſt go a round-about Way, 
with the Apoſtle, and work out his Salvation with 
Til. 2. 12. Fear and Trembling, and a long Repentance; [ 
ſay, when we are thus taught, that God is a Re- 
ſpecter of Perſons, and He has declar'd _—_ 

| e 


— 
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no Obligation upon any Man to ſubmits either to » 


_ entious or humourſome, are as great and ſtrong 
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ſelf to be no Reſpect er of Perſons, either His Truth , Sam. 14, 
muſt fa, which He will not ſuffer; or to vindi- 14. = 
cate and prove it, He muſt ariſe and viſit, Again, A © 10. 


34. 
When a Church eſtabliſhed by Law, is taken 4 2 

from under the Care of the Magiſtrate, who is 

the Guardian of the Law ; and the Indolence of 

an Heathen Ruler, laid down as a Practical Guide 

ro a Chriſtian Governor. This is to reduce Re- 

ligion to its Primitive State indeed in one Senſe, 

when it was upheld by Miracles. And in a like 

Caſe the Interpoſition and Protection of Heaven 

is no doubt unqueſtionable ; but whether we 

ſhould deſerve Miracles of Mercy, or Miracles 


of Judgment upon ſuch an Occaſion, let our 
ſelves be Judges, 


I muſt confels, according to late received No- 
tions, they who throw down the Fences of the 
Church may ſeem to be juſtified : For, If Chriſt's john 18. 
Kingdom be not of this World, that is to ſay, if He 36. 
has left no viſible humane Authority to govern 
His People as ſuch, but every Man may do what is ney. 12 
right in his own Eyes, provided he be ſincere, and be 8. 
allowed to form his own Notions of Sincerity alſo, - 
and be thereby entitled to the Favour of God ; 
if this, I ſay, be ſound Doctrine, then there lies 


Magiſtrate or Miniſter, for Conſcience Sake, 
whoſe Inclination ſhall lead him ro behave con- 
temptuouſly. And thus likewiſe Virtue and Vice, | 
Religion and lrreligion, Praiſe and Diſpraiſe, d 
Evil Report and Good Report, are put upon the | 
ſame Level, and our Obligations to practiſe the 
one, provided we be ſincere, that is, either conſci- 


as to the Performance of the other, If this he 
the 
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Gal. 5. 1. the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free ; if 
Rom. S. z 1 this be the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God 
ſure | am that it was unknown to the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Chriſtians ; and looks more like expo- 

ſing than explaining that Goſpel we have at pre- 

ſent : And, perhaps, for that Reaſon, imboldned 

* See the a late arrogant Author to. offer us ane from the 
Pref.oT0-T,,k, and with Aſſurance to compliment a 


land's Na- g ; ; 
zirenus, Prelate in Order to its Propagation *. . 


When Scripture is brought to countenance all 

Opinions, the Beauty of Holineſs muſt be de- 
ſtroyed, which conſiſts in Unity and Uniformity, 

and a right Belief is no more advantageous than 

a wrong; as is the Jew, ſo is the Gentile, and the 
Chriſtian ; and he who fincerely. profeſſeth Chri- 
ſtianity, no better than he who ſincerely laugh- 

eth it to Scorn: If the Goſpel fuffers it ſelf to 

be ſo uſed, nay, more, entitles a Man to the Fa- 

vour of God for fo doing, provided he be ſin- 
verre; it will follow, that the true Beauty of Ho- 
lineſs will be as various as our Schiſms and Divi- 

fions are; whereas its principal Parts are, exter- 

| nally, a National Uniformity in Rites and Cere- 
1 Car. 1. monies, and ſpeaking the ſame Thing; internally, 
280 being of the ſame Mind. And Separations and 
Diviſions are, I think, far from being Beauties 


in a Body Politick ; unleſs what is torn and man- 


led be efteemed more beautiful than what is 
; war and entire. 


You may remember that I diſclaimed all Hy- 
pocriſy and Diſfimulation, at the Beginning of 
this Diſcourſe : Here then I cannot but affirm, 
that I look upon the modern Growth and Encou- 
ragement of Schiſm, the open Profeſſion of 
Hereſy, the numerous daily Attacks made upon 


onr 
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our Church, to be juſtly chargeable vpon the 
corrupt Explication of thoſe Words of our Sa- 
viour — My Kingdom is not of this World ; where- John g, 
9. greater Latitude has been given to Men de- 36. 
firous of Change, than ever the Church yer 
thought of, or approved. Nay, Popery it ſelf, 
to which it direftly tends, never at its worſt al- 
lowed ſuch undapditional Indulgences, I fay it 
directly tends to Popery, for if all Reſtraint be 
taken away, and alÞ Men are ſuffered to follow 
their own Inventions, the leaſt wife, which is al- 
ways the greateſt Part of Mankind, will, at laſt, 
weary with wandring, and not knowing either 
how to fix or return, be glad to throw it ſelf un- 
der the Protection of an Infallible Guide. 


In Conſequence of theſe deſtructive Doctrines, 
| numberleſs are the Attacks of impious and pro- 
| fane Men upon every Part of our Eccleſiaſtical 
; Conſtitution : And no marvel after the Ordinan- 
; ces of God are deſpiſed, if the Ordinances of 
. Man come to be diſeſteemed, and a Church, like 
; a City, be broken up, which is betrayed within 


5 at the ſame Time as ſhe is beleaguer'd without. 
I When the great ones of our Church become 
g the Breakers down of her Walls, what will not 


In Adverſary attempt, yea, what may he not 
9 comfortably expect? If this be done in 4 green Luke 23. 
Tree, what ſhall be done in 4 dry? After this it 41, 
will be no Wonder, if ſome out of a baſe Com- 
7 pliance to the Extravagance of a vicious Age, 
of thall take external Communion, and the viſible ' 
v, Beauty of Holineſs from the Church, and af- 
a- {rm them to be more properly in a Maſquerade, 
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If to all this we add the Revival of the Ariay 
and Socinian Hereſies, which commit ſuch foul 
Outrages upon our Articles of Faith, and Means 
of Salvation ; the weekly Defence of Treaſon or 

*London Sacrilege *; the open Profanation of the Lord's. 
{ph Day, more eſpecially in a neighbouring City, and 
1313 Out-Parts of this; the Multitudes of difor. 

derly People who infeſt our Streets; the infernal 
Clubs and Societies for the Propagation of Vice 
and Immorality ; the Encouragement given to 
Theatres, while the Houſes of God lie negledt— 


ed and forſaken, together with the general lndo- 8 


R—_ a—_ awe £ 


ty wt 


lence of Mankind towards a Reformation. IIc 
1 ſay, If we conſider theſe Things, and withal how | 
Wi few there are who lay it to Heart, we muſt own o 


iti" we have ſufficient Reaſons to fear God's juft Viſ. , 
| tation for theſe Things, and that He will ariſe tobt 

5 avenged on ſuch a Nation as this, Every unre. 

j pented Crime cries for Vengeance, but every al- 
lowed one formally challenges it as due: And ,, 
what are Crimes but allowed, when they who 27 
have the Power of Reſtraint ſuffer them to bel 1 
committed with Impunity ? di 


Behold, I have made an Evangelical Preſent- % 
ment of theſe Things; ſuffer it, I beſeech you, 
ye Men of Power, to be as valid as a Legal one. 
It is not enough for us to ſay, we our ſelves are N 
not guilty of fo doing; for the Sins of others 
will be imputed to us, if we neglett to find out,] — 
reprove, and puniſh them. In vain ſhall we build], 
| Barracks for reſtoring the Sick, and preſerving} ſw 
N 1 Kings 8. tlie Sound, unleſs we firſt remove every Man tht the 
| 38. Plague of his own Heart, and endeavour after the 
| like cleanſing of his Neighbours, then we may 


fiducially join this Iſſue with God's Non 
Jt 
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for our Preſervation ; or, which is more likely, 

by thus taking away the Cauſe, the Effect will 

be prevented, and the Lord ſucceſsfully intreated 2 Sam, 24 
for our Land, 25. 


| have been thinking what we already have to 
plead in our Favour, why Sentence ſhould not 
paſs ag2 inſt us, according as we have deſerved. 
And | hope we have ſome Reliance upon theſe 
Four Things. | 


1. The Firſt is that National Vote, at the In- 
ſtigation of our late Queen, of ever Bleſſed and 
truly Glorious Memory, for erecting Fifty new 
Churches to the Honour and Service of Almighty 
God ; thereby after having prevented the Growth 
of Schiſm, religiouſly providing Room for thoſe 
who ſhould return into the Church. 


2. The Second is, The commendable Zeal of 
ſome * truly Noble and Chriſtian Spirits, lately 
exerted in the Cauſe of God, againſt the Errors 
and Hereſies which are ſprung up amongſt us, 
May there never be wanting a Succeſſion of ſuchi 
diſtinguiſhing Lights to ſhine before Men, to lead lat. 3. 16 
them in the right Way, to the Glory of our Fal 
ther which is in Heaven. 


3. The Third is, The great Goodneſs of His 
Majeſty, in redeeming His Captive Subjects, ſet. 


— 


* See the Right Honourable the Earl of Nottingham's An- 
ſwer to Mr. Whiſton : The Right Reverend Biſhop of Oxford, 
the Dean of Chicheſter, Worceſter, and Dr. Snape, their 
Pieces againſt the late Biſhop of Bangor: Dr. Waterland's 
Vindication of Chriſt's Divinity : Mr. Nelſon againſt Dr. 
Clark, &c. 
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Row. 4. 


Iſa. 26. 20, 


ting them free who were faſt bound in Miſery 
and Iron, and reſtoring them to true Religion 
and Liberty. May God, by whom Kings reign, 
reſtore this His Labour of Love ſevenfold into Hig 
Boſom, and make Him know and feel that Acts of 
Mercy and Compaſſion are a better Security to 
His Perſon and Government, than the Spear 
and Shield, than His Fleets and Armies. 


4. The laſt and beſt is, The Increaſe and En- 
couragement of Schools of Charity, which are 
zudeed a National Goodneſs, and the likelieſt 
Means, under God, to ſuppreſs Wickedneſs and 
Vice, and to promote Religion and Virtue. Who 
knows but this Proviſion that the Generations 
to come may be righteous, may happily atone 
for the Licentiouſneſs of this? And that God 
who ſeeth Things to come as though they were 
preſent, and calleth Things that are not as though 
they were, may ſpare a preſent guilty Race, in 
Proſpect of a ſucceeding pious one? Sure I am, 
that the more Examples of Charity and Mercy 
we can ſhew, the more Reaſon have we to hope 
for Favour and Forbearance ; and that our li- 
terceſſor, who reckons himſelf benefited by our 
Liberalities of this Sort, will therefore become 
our Saviour, will interpoſe in our Behalf in 
this our Day of Danger, and hide us under the 
Shadow of His Wings, until His Father's Indig- 
nation be overpaſt. 


] will relieve your Patience when [I ſhall have 
made ſome Remarks upon the Deſign and Ob- 
ſervation of a Religious Faſt. 


The End of: ſuch Appointments is, That we 
ſhould all of us humble our ſelves before yu 
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and betore Men in publick Aſſemblies, and open- 
ly bewail our many provoking Sins, and be af- 
flifted, and mourn, and weep, and repent, to 
avert the heavy Judgments and Deſolations, 


which threaten a ſinful Land, for the Wickedneſs Pal. 101. 


of them that dwell therein. 


"Tis true, that Grief or Sorrow is a natural 
Paſſion, and may be excited on various Occaſions; 
but to mourn and grieve for Sin is a Stram above 
Nature, wrought in us by Grace, for having of- 
fended a Juſt and Holy God: Or elſe it is pro- 
duced by the near Proſpect of ſome dreadful Pu- 
niſnment that awaits us for it: The former is 
that Contrition of Heart which God will not de- 
ſpiſe ; the latter is that Terror of Conſcience 
which the School-Men call Attrition, an Affecti- 
on regarding the Evil of Puniſhment only, and is 


far from that godly Sorrow which worketh Rep en- 2 Cor. 7. 
tance not to be repented of, A Man may be thug 10. 


afflicted, thus frighten'd, and full of Grief and 
Sorrow for ſome approaching Calamity, juſt ready 
to ſeize him, without any Quarrel at all with his 
darling Sins, or any Reſolution to forſake them; 


- without any Compunttion of Soul, or Senſe of his 
own Vileneſs, and Ingratitude, to a gracious 


God and Father, without any fincere and fix'd 


| Vowof Amendment of Life for the Time to come. 


But Contrition of Heart is that Grace whereby a 
Man is truly humbled and mortified, and becomes 
Vile in his own Eyes at the Sight of his Tranſ- 
greſſions, and is attended with Purpoſes to lead 
a new Life, and perform the whole Will of God 
for the future, It is ſomething different from 
the Grace of Humility ; for if Man had never 
ſinned, he would nevertheleſs have been humble, 
as the Angels, who make no Account of, * caſt 


.: 
7 
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themſelves down before the Throne, in token of 

Dependance, which 1s the true Spirit of Humili- 

ty: But Contrition of Spirit preſuppoſeth Sin, 

and in Holy Scripture is therefore called a Sacri- 

fice : For I conceive, if there had been no Sin, 

there would have heen no Sacrifice, at leaſt of 

Pal. 51. broken and contrite Hearts, the only living Sacri- 
17. fice now acceptable with God. 


If then, our preſent Prayers and Faſting are 
accompanied with ſuch Sacrifice, with ſuch 
godly Sorrow which worketh Repent ance unto Amend- 
ment of Life, and. a fix'd and uniform Obedience 
to all God's Commandments, there is no doubt, 
but our merciful Father, who delighteth not in 

Jonah 3. the Miſeries of his Creatures, will repent Him of 
10> the Evil He bath, perhaps, ſaid He will do unto ws. 


The Arrows of Death are now gone abroad, 

they fly. thick, and ftick faſt, in the Fleſh of 
Multitudes round about us: No Age or Sex, no 
Strength can withſtand them ; the Deſolation 

they make, ſimply conſidered, is dreadful, but 

the Departure, perhaps, of ſo many unprepared 
Souls, is above all Expreſſion miſerable, Now, if 

theſe Conſiderations will not *awaken and rouze 

our ſleepy Conſciences, to a ſerious Proſpett and 
Apprehenſion of our preſent Danger ; if theſe 
amazing Plagues, and unſpeakable Judgments up- 

on our Neighbours, are not ſufficient Warnings to 

us to repent, we are in a fair way to periſh likewiſe. 

There is but one Thing left to produce it ; I mean 

the Goodneſs of God, which hath hicherto ſpared 

and preſerved us. | ſay this, if we have any in- 
genuous Diſpoſition left, ſhould lead us to Repent- 

» Cor, 5. ance and Reformation of Life. For the Love of 
24 Criſt, faith the A poſtle, conftraineth us, 
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But if neither His Judgments, nor His Mercy, 
can work upon us; if neither Terror nor Forbear- 
ance can perſuade us, we have nothing to look for 
but his fiery Indignation, and the deſtroying Angel : 
For He will certainly viſit for our Impenitence, 
and be avenged on ſuch a ſtubborn and ungrateful 
People. 


On the contrary, if we turn from our evil Ways 
by the Voice of His Mercy, or the Thundering of 
His Judgments, and do that which is lawful and Fzek. 18. 
right, then may we entertain comfortable Hopes, 27. 
that in this our Day of Diſtreſs God will hear our pſal. 18. 6. 
Voice out of His Holy Temple, and that our Com- 
plaint ſhall come before him. That He will deliver Plal, 90.3. 
us from the Teſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, and | 
from the Suckneſs that deſtroyeth at Noon Day. That 6. 
He will give His Angels Charge over us to keep us in + 
all our Ways, that no Evil ſhall happen unto us, mor <__— 10* 
any Plague come nigh our Dwelling, 


I ſhall cloſe all in the Words of Nehemiah. 


Now therefore, our God, the Great, the Mighty, Neh. 9. 32. 
and the Terrible God! Who heepeft Covenant and 
Mercy : Let not all the Trouble ſeem little before 
Thee, that hath come upon us, on our Kings, on our 
Princes, and on our Prieſts, and on our Prophets, 


and on our Fathers, and on all Thy People ! 


Howbeit, Thou art juſt in all that is brought upon — 33+ 
us, for Thou haſt dane right, but we have done 
wickedly ! 
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